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From: Cagri Sapmaz <cagrisapmaz@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2024 9:57 AM
To: Bill Blackwell
Subject: Ronnie Mayers for Hall of Fame

Dear Mr. Bill Blackwell,

It is with immense pride and deep respect that | write this email in support of Ronnie Mayers for his induction into the
Mississippi Swimming Hall of Fame. For decades, Ronnie has been the driving force behind the transformation of
swimming in the Mississippi Delta, touching countless lives and leaving an indelible legacy in our community.

Ronnie’s commitment to the sport of swimming is unparalleled. He has dedicated his life to not only coaching but also
building a thriving swimming culture in the Mississippi Delta. One of his most remarkable achievements is the
recruitment of international swimmers (I'm one of them), bringing a rich diversity of talent to our region and elevating
the level of competition and camaraderie within our swimming community. This global perspective has inspired local
swimmers to strive for excellence, knowing they are part of something much larger than themselves.

Beyond his work with athletes, Ronnie played a crucial role in bringing a world-class swimming facility to the Mississippi
Delta. What once seemed like an unattainable dream became a reality through his relentless determination. This facility
stands as a testament to his vision and hard work, providing a state-of-the-art environment where swimmers of all ages
and abilities can train, compete, and grow. It’s more than just a building—it’s a place where dreams are nurtured, and
champions are made.

Ronnie’s influence doesn’t stop with the infrastructure. He founded a club team that has become the bedrock of
swimming in the Mississippi Delta. Through this team, he has nurtured generations of swimmers, instilling in them not
only the technical skills required to succeed but also the values of discipline, sportsmanship, and resilience. Under his
guidance, these athletes have achieved remarkable success in the pool, but more importantly, they have grown into
strong, principled individuals who carry these lessons with them throughout their lives.

I have had the privilege of seeing firsthand the profound impact Ronnie has had on our community. He is more than just
a coach; he is a mentor, a role model, and a leader. His dedication, vision, and love for the sport have not only
transformed swimming in the Mississippi Delta but have also inspired all of us to aim higher and dream bigger.

For these reasons, and so many more, | wholeheartedly and without reservation recommend Ronnie Mayers for
induction into the Hall of Fame. His contributions to swimming and to our community are immeasurable, and his legacy
will continue to inspire future generations for years to come.

Sincerely,
Cagri Sapmaz

Sr. Director of IT
Tulane Medical Center



